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About the Book

In the eardy 1960s, the head of a prominent New Yock Cit Child
Development Center and a psychiatrist from Columbia University
launched a study designed to track the development of twins and
tdiplets given up for adoption and mised by different families. The
controversial and disturbing catch? None of the adoptive parents
had been told that they were raising a twin—the study’s investigators
insisted that the separation be kept secret. Hexe, Nancy Segal reveals
the inside stodes of the agency that separated the twins, and the
cdllaborating psychiatdists who, along with their cadre of calleagues,
observed the twins until they tumed twelve. This study, far outside
the mainstteamn of scientific twin reseacch, was not widely koown to
scholars or the genexal public until it caught the attention of
documentary flmmakers whose cecent films, Three Identical Strangers
and The Twinning Reaciion, lcfi vicwrers shocked, angered, saddened

Interviews with colleagues, fiends and family members of the
agency’s psychiatcic consultant and the study’s principal investigator,
as well as a former agency administrator, research assistants,
journalists, ethicists, attorneys, and—most importandy—the twins
and their families who were unwitting participants in this
controversial study, are dveting. Through records, letters and other
documents, Segal further disdoses the investigators” attempts to
engage other agencdies in separating twins, their efforts to avoid
media exposure, their wordes over informed consent issues in the
19705 and the steps taken toward avoiding lawsuits while hoping to
enjoy the fruits of publication. Segal's spellbinding stories of the
twins’ sepacation, loss and reunion offers readers the behind-the-
scenes details that, until now, have been lost to the archives of
history.

About the Author

Nancy L. Segal, PhD, is Professor of Psychology at Califormia State
University, Fullerton and Director of the Twin Smdies Center. She
has authored over 250 scientific articles and six books on twins and
twin development—a recent survey placed her among the top 2% of
well cited scientists woddwide. Bomn in Boston and aisedin New
York City, she kives in southemn California

Praise for the Book

“The documentacy Three Identical Strangers captivated viewers with the
story of identical triplets who were sepacated at bicth, studied by
psychiatrists, and kept unaware of one anothec’s existence. Deberately
Dririded 1s the inside story of the history and science behind this
disturbing event, tald by a leading researcher and a pifted
exposttor.”—Steven Pinker, Johnstwne Professor of Psychology,
Harvard University, and author of The Blank Slateand
Rationalny

“Befoce reading Deliberately Divided it never occurred to me that 2
book on the study of twins could be a gripping drama. Yet here,
Nancy Sepal, herself a professor of psychology (and a twin), writes so
twins to prow up aparct. Was this discuption of human lives worth the
cost just to learn something about human natucer I was on the edpe
of my seat waiting to find out what happened when the long-
scparcated twins found each other later in life. This is one of the most
educational and entertaining books on psycholopy I've ever read.”™—
Elizabeth F. Lofius, distinguished professor, University of
California, Irvine and former president, Association for

Psychological Science

Read more reviews online at Rowman.com.



