
TRACK: Planning, Urban Design, and Infrastructure

ASLA 2023 Conference on Landscape Architecture, October 27-30, San Francisco, CA

Making History: Participatory Design 
to Commemorate Park Histories in LA’s 
Salazar Park
October 28, 2023

SAT-C06 

Session Overview
Saturday, October 28, 2023

3:45 - 5:00 PM 

1 PDH, LA CES/HSW, AICP, FL

This session outlines how landscape architects can reveal 
hidden park histories, and make them relevant to diverse 
audiences today. Through a case study of LA’s Salazar 
Park, a key site in Latino history, panelists will describe 
innovative methods for engagement, and designing 
programs and park features that celebrate those stories.

The panel will highlight strategies for designers, city 
officials, residents and other stakeholders to explore 
community history and identity in parks, and for 
landscape architects to design programs, physical 
features, and spaces that amplify local histories. In 
particular, panelists will describe ways to memorialize 
histories of social justice, and ideas for how to create 
memorials that can evolve or invite repeat interaction 
over time.

Uncover the hidden histories in any public 
park through interviews, archival and online 
research, and other methods 

Develop engagement approaches and 
specific activities to connect people to 
history, and build residents’ capacity to drive 
the design of commemorative elements  

Infuse history in the design of programs, 
commemorative elements, and everyday 
park features in a community park, where 
the vast majority of people aren’t coming to 
encounter history, with examples from our 
project, and precedents from around the 
country

Understand parks as key sites in many 
of the country’s important social justice 
movements, and a potential catalyst and 
infrastructure for activism today
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Speaker Information
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Christian Amaral, t Assoc. ASLA,
Senior Associate + Designer
SALT Landscape Architects

Christian is a Senior Associate at SALT Lansdscape Architects. A Los Angeles 
native, Christian is committed to enhancing the quality of life of its residents 
through her work. Having witnessed the rapid evolution of the city’s 
demographic, she is particularly motivated to create community spaces for 
groups at risk of being overlooked amid all the change. She earned her bachelor’s 
degree from the University of Oregon, where she worked on several projects 
with National Parks Service, including documentation and historical research 
for the Cesar Chavez National Monument in La Paz. She has worked on projects 
ranging from high-rise residential developments to institutional and educational 
establishments, managing the latter from the design stage all the way through to 
construction.

Diane Silva
Capital Project Manager, Los Angeles County Department of 
Parks and Recreation

Diane Silva is a capital project manager at LA County Parks where she oversees 
capital improvement projects across a vast network of 182 parks, botanical 
gardens, natural areas, trails and cultural facilities. With 10 years of experience in 
public park development and a previous 10 years of experience as a teacher of 
students with moderate to severe disabilities, Diane brings a passion for people 
and parks rooted in a desire to provide quality community service to every project 
she works on. Diane holds a master’s degree in Landscape Architecture from the 
University of Georgia.

Jerome Chou, ASLA
Senior Planning Principal
Kounkuey Design Initiative, Inc. (KDI)

Jerome is a Senior Planning Principal at KDI, a nonprofit design and community 
development organization, where he has led park design and site development 
projects, temporary activations of vacant land, neighborhood master plans, 
and projects addressing homelessness in public space. Before joining KDI, he 
worked for Van Alen Institute, the Flint Public Art Project, the Design Trust for 
Public Space, James Corner Field Operations, and Baltimore City Department 
of Planning. His experience spans landscape architecture, urban planning and 
community organizing in the public, private, and non-profit sectors. Jerome has 
Masters Degrees in Urban Planning and Landscape Architecture from Harvard 
University’s Graduate School of Design. 
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Notes:
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Revealing Seneca Village - 2022 ASLA Conference session on 
the history of Seneca Village, a historic African American com-
munity displaced by the building of Central Park 

National Monuments Audit, Monuments Lab, 2022

“The Chicano Moratorium, 50 years later,” Los Angeles Times - 
2020 series from LA on the 1970 protest march to Salazar Park, 
and its legacies today

Paper Monuments, Colloquate
https://www.papermonuments.org/

Resources:
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